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ROSE-HULMAN CLASS OF 1991
Hannig and Schmidt Rose-Hulman honorary degree recipients
Retired local business execu-
tiye Shelton Hannig is one of two
men who will receive honorary
degrees during the 113th
commencement program at
Rose on May 25.
Hannig and C. Oscar Schmidt,
Jr., president and chairman of
the board of the Cincinnati
Butchers' Supply Co., Cincinnati,
Ohio, will be awarded honorary
doctor of engineering degrees.
Hannig is a well-known In-
diana registered architect who
has directed the construction or
design of several important area
buildings. He has also coordin-
ated the renovation of many
noted historical structures in
Terre Haute.
In 1960, Hannig founded Shel-
ton Hannig Inc., which was the
first company of its kind locally
to offer a full range of services
provided by a staff of construc-
tion professionals, engineers and
architects. Hannig sold the com-
pany and Construction Consul-
tants Inc. in 1988.
Religion puts three
(CPS) — Commencements on
several campuses have sunk into
controversies about prayer and
religious correctness.
While critics complained about
the doctrinal purity of gradua-
tion speakers like Billy Joel,
New Hampshire Gov. Judd
Gregg and other top state politi-
cians on May 1 blasted Keene
State College President Judith A.
Sturnick's decision to halt
religious invocations at her col-
lege's events.
If Sturnick had anything to do
with the new policy, she should
be fired, Gregg asserted.
"I think there's a fundamental
flaw in the leadership of that col-
lege," said Gregg, an ex-officio
member of the University Sys-
tem of New Hampshire (USNH)
Board of Trustees.
"Were I able to muster a
majority of trustees, I would
move for immediate removal (of
Sturnick)."
A professor at Fairfield Uni-
versity in Connecticut, mean-
while, criticized the church-run
Jesuit schools for inviting singer
Among the local building he
has worked on are the Vigo
County Public Library, the Sci-
ence Building and several resi-
dent halls at Indiana State Uni-
versity, the IBM building at
Seventh St. and Wabash Ave.,
and the Valley Bank building at
Third St. and Wabash Ave. His
most recent work was on the
addition to the YMCA building.
He has also been involved in the
construction of several major
manufacturing and corporate
facilities, and numerous local
churches.
Hannig's architectural skills
were vital to the restoration of
many local landmarks including
the Paul Dresser Home, the Vigo
County Historical Society build-
ing, Allen Chapel, Condit House
at Indiana State University and
the Markle House.
Hannig, who graduated in 1949
from the University of Illinois
with a degree in architectural
engineering, is also an active
civic leader. He has been a mem-
of the Rose-Hulman Board of
Managers since 1979 and has
served or continues to be a mem-
ber of several corporate and civ-
ic boards. They include PSI En-
ergy, Merchants National Bank,
Wabash Valley Council of the
Boy Scouts, Alliance for Growth
and Progress, Goodwill Indus-
tries, Vigo County Historical
Society, ISU Foundation, Terre
Haute Rotary Club and the Terre
Haute Area Chamber of Com-
merce.
Schmidt is a successful engine-
er and business executive who
heads a company that is the
leading manufacturer of machin-
ery for the meat processing in-
dustry. A graduate of Harvard
University and the University of
Cincinnati with degrees in busi-
ness and engineering, Schmidt
holds 45 patents for his product
developments.
His parent company, Cincinna-
ti Butchers' Supply, has grown to
include six subsidiary meat and
food equipment manufacturing
graduation ceremonies
Billy Joel to speak at commence-
ment.
The Rev. Thomas Regan
claimed a Joel song, "Only the
Good Die Young," included a
"lewd" reference to Catholic
girls in its lyrics.
In the song, Joel sings he'd
rather "laugh with the sinners
than cry with the saints" and
suggests "Catholic girls start
much too late."
Fairfield officials shook off the
criticism, opting to keep Joel as
a speaker.
"The opposition expressed by
the faculty member does not
represent the sentiments of the
university community, and I re-
gret what I believe to be a mis-
representation of Billy Joel and
his values," said the Rev.
Aloysious P. Kelley, Fairfield's
president.
The Roman Catholic Archdio-
cese of Boston, however, did re-
tract an invitation to Lt. Gov.
Paul Cellucci to deliver the
commencement address at Hud-
con Catholic High School, Celluc-
ci's alma mater, because of his
in controversy
views on abortion.
"For a school to invite as a
speaker a Catholic who has been
publicly and consistently in favor
of abortion is to run the risk of
seeming to endorse the view that
the teaching of the church on
abortion is not binding," said
Bishop Roberto D. Gonzalez in a
statement.
At Keene State, Sturnick made
the decision to separate the col-
lege from religion last October,
but there was little protest until
"baccalaureate," a religious
service that usually precedes
graduation, approached.
At a press conference May 3,
Sturnick said there is no official
college policy banning prayer at
college events. Instead, any in-
vocations, benedictions or bacca-
laureates should not focus on any
specific religion, she said.
In his earlier statement, Gregg
had maintained the ban
"basically kicks dirt in the face
of taxpayers by saying there is
no God."
Continued on Page 3
Shelton Hannig
companies in the United States
and Mexico.
The company, which was
founded in 1886, is known for its
innovation and as a contributor
to a host of institutions and
charities. In 1953, Schmidt en-
dowed the Oscar C. Schmidt
Memorial Lecture at Rose-
Hulman in honor of his father.
His support makes it possible for
a prominent business and in-
C. Oscar scrurndt
dustrial leader to visit Rose-
Hulman annually to provide stu-
dents with insight into the free
enterprise system.
Schmidt is a past director of
the American Association of In-
dustrial Management, the Meat
Machinery Manufacturer In-
stitute, and the Meat Industry
and Supply and Equipment As-
sociation.
COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM
Prelude
Academic Procession  Jess R. Lucas, B.S., M.S., Ph.D.
Processional
National Anthem
Invocation  Shane A. Cox
Greeting from the Alumni Thomas T. Dinkel, '72
Response from the Senior Class  George J. Shumay
Introduction of Commencement Speaker  Adam M. Griner
Commencement Address  Samuel F. Hulbert
Interlude
Awarding of Heminway Medal  James R. Eifert, B.S., M.S., Ph.D.
John T. Royse Award  Jess R. Lucas
Herman A. Moench Distinguished Senior
Commendation  Robert Steinhauser, B.S., M.S.
Awarding of Honorary Degrees  Samuel F. Hulbert, B.S., Ph.D.
Shelton Hannig, C. Oscar Schmidt, Jr.
Recognition of alumni who graduated fifty
or more years ago  C. Chadd Taylor
Presentation of Fifty Year Commemorative Degrees  Samuel F. Hulbert
Conferring of Degrees  Samuel F. Hulbert
Dean's Outstanding Teacher Award  James R. Eifert
Board of Manager's Outstanding Scholar Award  B. Guille Cox, Jr.
President's Outstanding Service Award  Samuel F. Hulbert
School Song
Benediction  Edward J. Huonder
Recessional
Postlude
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Opinion
Why a year of
masochism at Rose?
by Chester Ogbom
Features Editor
Well at last I can stop to catch
my breath. The whirlwind of fin-
als and projects is over. All Rose
students can sit back and pre-
tend as though summer will nev-
er end (or they can start their
new jobs).
This has been quite a time for
freshmen. We have experienced
new levels of independence and
irresponsibility in the name of
knowledge. I certainly feel as
though I've grown in some direc-
tion.
After one year at Rose, what
do I have to show for myself?
I find it difficult to believe that
just three more years like this
and I could be an engineer or sci-
entist. Will I really be qualified?
I don't feel too qualified for any-
thing after only one year. I guess
that is the responsibility of the
school, to ensure that I'm quali-
fied. That is what makes Rose-
Hulman successful, it is good at
producing qualified individuals.
What I have learned in this
year is more general than sci-
ence. I can apply this self-
knowledge to any aspect of my
life. I have tasted a measure of
what I am capable of. By no
means have I worked as hard as
I could have, but I HAVE worked
pretty hard. I think all Freshmen
went through a period of shock-
ing discovery.
We each reached a point where
self-discipline became an issue.
(If someone didn't, I'd like to
meet him!) Either you decide
that you will work, or you go
home. I knew that work would be
necessary, but that knowledge
alone did not prepare me to
work.
We had to make sacrifices to
reach a goal. I don't think too
many people here were all that
challenged by high school. This
was the first time many of us
ever questioned our own judg-
ment. We had to give up sleep,
time and often sanity in order to
produce results which would sat-
isfy the demands placed on us.
These demands were placed
there by none other than our-
selves! It almost seems
ludicrous until the rewards are
taken into account.
What do you get for your pain?
Hopefully it is more than a vague
sense of a large paycheck. Per-
haps there lies satisfaction in
knowing that one has overcome
_impressive obstacles. I'd like to
think that I'm motivated by a
love of knowledge and learning,
but I doubt that that is even
entirely true.
Sure, I think knowledge is
desirable, but when the going
gets tough.. .the tough make hie
sick. So anyway, why do I do it?
Why does anyone go through the
trauma of Rose on purpose?
I think the answer is that each
of us has a vision. We each have
an idea of what we want to be-
come. Rose-Hulman and the
whole Rose experience is a vehi-
cle to hasten us on our journey.
For me, Rose takes me closer to
being a senile yet brilliant old
man with a sharp wit and able to
pull mathematics out of the air
to dance for him. Well, it might
not sound too enticing to some,
but I can be easily satisfied.
I hope that each of us will keep
our dreams alive in the midst of
the daily humdrum and not
forget who we wish to become. In
the meantime, have an enjoyable
summer!
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Letters to the Editor
The price of co-ed distraction
EDITOR'S NOTE: This letter
was received May 11, too late
for publication in the ninth
week issue of the Thorn.
An open letter to the RHIT
Board of Managers, faculty
and students;
I read the Chairman of the
Board of Managers' letter in
the Echoes Spring 1991 issue
concerning the upcoming vote
on coeducation. I must re-
spond.
I am a BS EE '87 graduate
with a strong emphasis in
computer hardware and soft-
ware. I'm now working at
TRW in Redondo Beach, CA
in the GaAs Pilot Line (an IC
wafer fabrication depart-
ment) as a software engineer
in their MIS section.
The co-valedictorians of my
high school class were both
females. One planned to ma-
jor in Biology, the other in CS.
Both were officers of the
school math team and took
Advanced Placement Calcu-
lus, AP English and AP His-
tory.
My best friend in high
school married the val-
edictorian of our rival high
school, Maureen, who was (I
believe) president of her
school math team. She gradu-
ated from U. of Hawaii in EE
with a near 4.0 GPA.
Hawaiian Telephone (GTE)
immediately scooped her up.
I worked at a civil engineer-
ing and surveying company
one summer and my super-
visor was female, who is a
civil engineer with her PE. I
had a temporary job at
Hawaiian Telephone, where
my supervisor and depart-
ment head were both females.
At TRW, I started in the De-
sign Automation department
(CAD for VLSI and VHSIC)
•where my first supervisor (of
four) has hers masters in
Math. A later supervisor has
her BS in EE, masters in CS.
A number of other co-workers
were female, with degrees in
'EE, CS or Math. One was a
college professor in EE be-
fore she came to TRW.
I was transferred to GaAs
PL from DA, where a co-
worker later became my su-
pervisor. She has a PhD in
Chemistry. Of the four people
in my section, I was the only
male. I work with our VAX
system manager almost daily
and am learning her responsi-
bilities since she will be going
on maternity leave in July.
I'm currently in the TRW
Fellowship program, studying
for my masters in CS from
USC. In every class that had a
group project, one of my
partners has been female. A
class I'm registered for in the
fall is being taught by Dr.
Alice Parker (EE), nationally
known in CAD circles.
Although my experience
with women professionals is
the exception rather than the
norm, it is still "Real World."
We must realize that the
numbers of technically
trained women are increas-
ing. In addition to the Rose
student knowing how to use
his academic skills, he must
also know how to work
effectively with co-workers
and supervisors who may be
female.
Case in point: Maureen was
photocopying some docu-
ments when a co-worker drop-
ped a stack of paper in front
Chemical spill in stockroom
Shortly after 2:00 p.m. on
April 30, 1991, we had a small
spill in the Chemistry Stock-
room. The material spilled
reacted with water to produce
a large, smoke-like vapor
cloud. This cloud was so
dense that it set off all three
smoke detectors and two fire
extinguishers in our area.
It should have been obvious
to anyone who passed by that
something was wrong. As the
Stockroom Manager, I was
simply amazed at the number
of people who ignored the
warning horns, the flashing
lights, and the people in pro-
tective gear trying to respond
to the hazard!
of her, wanting her to copy
them for him. The response
that came to mind was "Do it
yourself!" As a professional,
it is insulting to be treated as
an office clerk. Not only does
it degrade her technical
skills, but her respect of this
guy, both as a professional
and as a person, has
dramatically diminished.
While at RHIT, I got dis-
gusted at overhearing guys
talk about girls as "Babes"
and "Cows", and their recent
sexual triumphs. With percep-
tions and attitudes as these
that don't treat women as hu-
man being equals (regardless
of their technical skill level),
the office environment be-
comes filled with un-
productive friction and dis-
respect. We don't need to look
at the sexual harassment and
discrimination lawsuits to
know how costly and counter-
productive it is to companies.
I urge the board of manag-
ers to vote yes to coeducation.
As an institute for education
and higher learning, Rose stu-
dents deserve to learn how to
work with women of similar
technical abilities. Some say
"They would be a distraction
to a good study environ-
ment". The Rose graduate
would then have difficulty be-
ing productive and successful
at his job because of the "dis-
tractions" from women co-
workers or even the secre-
tary! Approximately 51 per-
cent of all TRW employees
are female. Welcome to the
real world.
Sincerely,
Ray Uehara
We were lucky this time in
that it was a small spill that
was quickly neutralized, but
everyone here should stop and
consider the possibilities the
next time the fire alarm goes
off. Even if it turns out to be
another false alarm, isn't it
just possible that a cigarette
has caught a trash can on
Continued on Page 3
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Sports
ROSE A YEAR IN SPORTS!
by Ken Koziol
Sports Editor
The 1990-91 year has been an
exciting one for Rose-Hulman
athletics! As fans, athletes, and
friends, we have seen our peers
go up against tough competition
and not back down. This wrap up
of the Engineers' Year-In-Sports
is in recognition of those athletes
and coaches who have brought
both fear and respect to the pro-
grams here at Rose.
Last year, this article started
with a recap of Rose-Hulman's
first year in the Indiana College
Athletic Conference. This year
something else happened to the
conference. A recent vote was
taken after much talk, and the
ICAC will require all of it's mem-
ber schools to be affiliated with
the NCAA Division III.
Currently, five of the league's
eight schools are members of the
NAIA Division II. This will
hopefully give each member of
the ICAC, a common ground.
We've already seen the great
amount of parity throughout the
conference... but now we look
back. The 1990-91 seasons are
over, and here is how we have
done over the past year:
FOOTBALL: The 1991 season
opened with much anticipation
by the coaching staff and the
team. With the addition of new
talent in both areas, the Engi-
neers were determined to im-
prove on the 5-4-1 record of the
year past.
team took the home field for
their opening game against the
first-year Blue Lions of Mount
St. Joseph. With no previous col-
lege experience by the visitors,
the game was expected to be a
blow-out. It was, but in the end,
the scoreboard did not favor the
home team. Rose suffered a
tough 30-10 loss. Hoping to re-
bound, the team had another set-
back the following week, and
after four games, a winning sea-
son seemed to be in jeopardy as
the Engineers went 1-3.
Experience, integrity, pride,
coaching, and a shear will to win
all came together for the team
halfway through the season.
After dropping its first ICAC
game of the season, the Engi-
neers proceeded to dominate the
conference as they finished with
a six game winning streak and a
7-3 season.
After seeming unable to win a
single game, the true concept of
team came out in each player, as
Rose proved to be a force to
reckon with. One of the high-
lights of the year for Rose was a
42-point scoring spectacular in
the Hoosier Dome in Indianapo-
lis, as the Engineers took re-
venge on the Trojans of Taylor
for last year's Homecoming de-
feat, and also proved to have
more offensive power than the
NFL's Colts.
Going into next year, the team
is looking forward to the 1991
Homecoming game against De-
Pauw, the only ICAC team to
beat the Engineers last season.
CROSS COUNTRY: Although
many times a team does not fin-
ish in the place expected before a
meet, the Engineers finished an
expected fifth in the ICAC this
year. After finishing a surprise
second last year, Rose did not
pull the upset in 1990 as Coach
Welch admitted that the meet
was "a little disappointing."
Chris Wilson led the team, as he
has in the past, with a sixth place
finish (26:47) which was good for
all-ICAC honors. Seven of the
eight teams in the conference
ran in the Little State meet earli-
er in the season, and the stand-
ings were almost exact both
times.
Brett Mazany finished secona
for the Engineers in 20th place
with a time of 28:00. Wilson con-
tinued to excell past the ICAC, as
he competed in the regional meet
and finished ninth. This gave
him a berth in the national meet,
where he placed 55th among 180
runners. The cross-country team
returns all of its runners next
year, and is looking forward to a
very exciting season.
SOCCER: Unfortunately for
Coach Greg Ruark and the Rose-
Hulman soccer team, 1990 was
not the big year that they all had
hoped for. After a 5-13-1 season
(2-3-1 ICAC), the team should be
down, right? No, actually the
team could be on the verge of its
best year in the Fall of 1991.
Returning players such as Andy
Causey, Bryan Hales, and Corey
House, Ruark may be smiling
during the Fall for the first time
in a while. Only two players are
lost to graduation in 1989 all-
conference members Steve Sus-
ten and Todd Logan.
At the end of the season, Logan
finished the last week with five
goals. That gave him 12 on the
year, and 19 for his career. And
that gave Logan a tie for second
place in the Rose-Hulman record
books for all-time scoring.
BASKETBALL: Basketball-
mania took over the Rose-
Hulman campus in the winter
months, as Coach Bill Fenlon got
his team up (not to mention the
fans) for some tough competi-
tion. The only thing is, that it
never really looked that tough
early in the season. Starting off
to 14-2 record, the Engineers
eventually fell on hard times,
and finished a disappointing
fourth in the ICAC with an over-
all record of 17-9. But since when
is 17-9 bad?
The highlight of the season
was, without a doubt, the 58-57
win over DePauw at Shook Field-
house. It was standing room only
that night, and most of the fans
couldn't even hear themselves
think. A shot by Britt Petty with
seven seconds left to play iced
the victory for Rose as the floor
was flooded with friends and
family.
Petty led the team in scoring
(19.4 ppg), rebounds (5.7 rpg),
and 3-point field goal percentage
(0.476). Dan Keown also lent his
leadership as he was named the
USA TODAY Defensive Player
of the Week on December 13,
1990. During the week, he had 15
rebounds, four steals, and two
blocks in two games.
WRESTLING: Devastated by
lack of numbers, the 1990-91
wrestling team became more of
an individual sport for Rose-
Hulman than a team sport. For-
feits hurt the Engineers, but still
the team had many bright spots,
and individuals who carried the
team.
Matt Morin led the team for
the third straight year. With a
Little State and ICAC title, Morin
once again advanced to the
national tournament, but this
year in the 158-pound class.
Seeded 7th at nationals, he did
not finish to his expectations
after losing some very close
matches — especially a 4-3 deci-
sion to an old nemesis. Morin
was, however, named a scholar-
athlete for the second straight
year.
Also leading the team at the
ICAC meet was senior Matt Mur-
phy with his first title in the 134-
pound class. This enabled him to
join Morin for all-ICAC honors.
BASEBALL: Coach Jeff Jenkins
sure has turned around the Rose-
Hulman baseball program. The
team's goals get more loftier
each year. Last season, the team
was struggling to attain a .500
season, and fell short. Did Jenk-
ins make that a goal this year?
Well, sure. But that was given —
he and the team had sights set on
an ICAC title also. And as the
season went on, the team even
thought about the NCAA tourna-
ment. With a record that set a
record, Rose finished at 22-12 to
go over 20 wins for the first time
ever.
After returning from Florida
with a 6-1 record early in the
year, fans only hoped that the
team could keep up the pace
when the conference games
rolled around. An early non-
conference double-header with
DePauw found the Engineers
swept, but things were to
change.
Pitching and hitting came
together for the team, as Rose
once had an 8-3 record. And what
about the ICAC? Jenkins' team
started off a perfect 4-0, and then
split two twin-bills to reach 6-2.
This brought the team to the
weekend of the program's 100th
Anniversary, where it hoped to
celebrate against Taylor Univer-
sity.
Luck didn't show up that day,
and the Engineers were swept.
Although the team won three of
it's next four (including a split
with DePauw), third place was
all they could muster out of the
ICAC. At the same time, Rose
fans were hoping for an NCAA
bid, but that also didn't come for
the team.
Seniors Kevin Kleumper, Ed
Huonder, and Kevin Patterson
led the team with the help of jun-
iors Brian Schwager and John
Sherrard who should carry the
team next year.
TRACK: The Rose-Hulman
track team, led by Coach Welch,
finished fourth in the conference
this season, but that's not what
everyone expected. Although the
Engineers were picked to do
worse, they almost pulled off
third, but fell short by two
points.
Highlights of the Rose season
were individual championships
in the ICAC meet. Senior Larry
Boxier defended his pole vault
crown with an excellent vault of
15 feet. He placed a 1-2 finish for
Rose in that event.
Thankfully for Welch, it was
the junior class that excelled in
the meet, with firsts by Tom
Gorsich in the discus, and Chris
Wilson in the 10,000 meter run.
Gorsich threw the discus 148-11"
for the title, while Wilson outran
the competition in a time of
33:17.7 for his championship.
The absence of newcomer
Corey House in the sprints, and
Tom Finkbiner (Rose record
holder), both juniors, hurt the
team in the ICAC meet. Next
year certainly looks bright for
the team, however, with new tal-
ent and older talent that keeps
improving.
GOLF: The golf team, had a dis-
appointing conference meet, but
still finished fourth. Team depth
showed as Rose needed the score
of a sixth golfer to break a tie
with rival Wabash College. Chris
Posey led the way for the Engi-
neers once again as the team had
only a nine stroke difference be-
tween the first and sixth players.
Posey shot 83-81 (164) in the con-
ference meet, but failed to place
as high as last season when he
was eighth in the league.
For the season, the team, led
by Coach Duncan, finished in the
top half of all its meets and also
placed third in a couple.
Although this has been un-
characteristic of Rose, it could
be a precedent to be followed for
years to come.
RIFLE TEAM: The Rifle Team
at Rose-Hulman may arguably
be the best sport on campus. Led
by senior Michael Ray, the team
finished the year ranked 27th
among all schools in the nation
(Division I, II, and III). Ray led
the team in smallbore and air
rifle categories. He was joined
by marksmen Wilfred Wong,
Tony New, and a host of
"promising freshmen."
TENNIS: The tennis team had
another difficult year despite
rallying in the final week of the
spring season. With an overall
record of 4-12, the Engineers
finished 6th in the conference.
BOWLING: With it's sights set
on varsity status, the Bowling
Club had a very successful year,
with members constantly break-
ing records, exceeding their
goals, and overall having fun do-
ing it. Seniors Rob Williams, Rob
Harmon, and Phil Banet com-
bined with sophomore G.J. Mad-
lambayan to prove that even a
team just starting out can be a
force to reckon with.
A force to reckon with is ex-
actly what Rose-Hulman athletic
teams have proved to be this
year. And next year, they aim to
prove it again. Good luck to the
Football Team: first game
against Mt. St. Joseph's,
Homecoming against DePauw,
and an ICAC title; Cross Country
team: with a wealth of senior
leadership anything is possible;
Basketball team: for another
win against DePauw, and re-
venge on Taylor and Franklin for
the ICAC title; Soccer team: this
could be (no, it is!) the season;
Wrestling team: with a few more
athletes will be very tough;
Track team: to the juniors who
can pull the team forward; and
to the Baseball team: if we im-
prove every year, like we have,
the team may miss a few finals!!
GOOD LUCK!!
THE AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION
MEMORIAL PROGRAM.
112110126E
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Thos space prowled as a pubic pence
RELIGION
Continued from Page I
"I would like to dispel the
ludicrous notion that Keene
State is some sort of godless
place," Sturnick responded.
Sturnick already had
agreed to move the May 10
ceremony off-campus to a
nearby Catholic church be-
cause a former adjunct Keene
professor has protested it
mixed religion too intimately
into the public school's
affairs.
Arpad J. Toth, who also is
president of the New Hamp-
shire Chapter of American
Atheists, wrote a letter to col-
lege officials last semester
complaining the ceremony
violated constitutional man-
dates to keep public affairs
and religion separate.
But when Sturnick agreed
to move the ceremony off-
campus, critics said she was
trying to shove it aside.
"I find it sadly ironic that
the college's decision to hold
its baccalaureate service in a
local place of worship has
somehow been misconstrued
as a attempt to reduce the
baccalaureate's importance
in the life of the college,"
Sturnick said at the May 3
press conference.
She went on to say Keene
would stop sponsoring and be-
ing involved in the ceremony,
as well as any religious in-
vocations and benedictions at
college events.
Even then, Toth disrupted
the press conference, and had
to be ushered from the room.
"I don't like this," he said.
"I don't like this practice of
censorship going on."
"All I wanted to do is en-
gage in some dialogue with
the president, and suddenly
I'm being victimized."
Sturnick's decision to move
away from college sponsor-
ship of religious invocations
was based in part on a case
pending before the U.S. Su-
preme Court involving the
right of a Rhode Island public
school to include prayer in
graduation ceremonies, said
Steve McAuliffe, legal adviser
to the USNH Board of Trus-
tees.
"The final word hasn't been
given (by the U.S. Supreme
Court), but it would seem to
require that separation,"
McAuliffe said.
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fire; that any of the In-
stitute's labs have a hazard
that requires you to leave the
building; or something else
that might put your health in
jeopardy?
Sincerely,
Neil Flatter
Chemistry Stockroom Man-
ager
Do something good.
Feel something real.
From now on in America, any definition of a successful life must include serving others.
To find out how you can help in your community, call 1 (800) 677-5515.
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A few closing thoughts from the Editor
by P.J. Hinton
Editor-in-Chief
I am glad Rose gives its
graduating seniors a break from
finals week during the spring
quarter. This exemption has
given me the chance to mull over
four very busy years here.
As a graduating senior from
high school, I chose Rose-
Hulman Institute of Technology
for its exceptional reputation as
an engineering school and its
emphasis on undergraduate
education rather than research.
After four years of study, I be-
lieve my choice was worth it. Not
only did I find the faculty to be
good teachers, but I found satis-
faction in some other, not-so-well
noted aspects of the Rose com-
munity.
First, the administration was
very accessible. At large univer-
sities, one must redress com-
plaints to a large, often slow-
moving, bureaucracy.
At Rose, one could easily get in
touch with the deans, or even the
school's president. And Presi-
dent Hulbert often made efforts
to get in touch with the students'
opinions, like the evenings and
weekends when he would chat
with students eating supper in
the Hulman Union dining hall.
Another plus was the absence
of turmoil found at other univer-
sity campuses. I don't remember
any mass protests or sit-ins tak-
ing place here, and the Orwellian
"politically correct" battle that
plagues other campuses is non-
existent here.
I cannot express adequately
my praise for the Rose-Hulman
faculty. For the most part, I
found my professors to be people
who actually cared about the stu-
dents' progress, and I learned
much from them.
Persistence and the
Learning Process
First and foremost, I learned
from them that education is sel-
dom a comfortable process, es-
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pecially at the pace here at Rose.
At times, I found myself run-
ning in mental circles for hours
as I tried to solve problems.
Sometimes it was a simple logic-
al mistake, but there were also
more subtle obstacles along the
way. I found that persistence
coupled with some level-headed
thinking were more useful
problem-solving tools than a
class file or a photographic
memory.
My grades may have suffered
a little because I made mistakes
on the path to developing solu-
tions, but I agree with Edward
Phelps when he wrote, "The man
who makes no mistakes usually
does not make anything."
Importance of
Clear Communication
Another big lesson is the sig-
nificance of being able to trans-
mit knowledge to others.
If one cannot communicate
what he or she has learned to
others, then the person is of little
value. I had plenty of opportuni-
ties to refine this vital skill
through translation projects, re-
search papers, laboratory re-
ports, oral presentations and es-
say examinations, not to mention
a few years editing a school
newspaper.
Good communication goes be-
yond clear writing or speaking.
One must be able to gear his or
her communications for a par-
ticular audience, taking into
account the audience's back-
ground, interests, work schedule
and attention span. The ap-
pearance of the information, in-
cluding supporting graphs,
tables or diagrams is just as im-
portant as the information itself.
Communication skills are fun-
damental to one's progress in the
real world. Representatives
from employers like Pfizer,
General Motors, AT&T and
General Electric have said they
find their newly hired engineers
almost always have excellent
technical skills. The key in-
gredient to success, they say, is
the engineer's communication
skills.
Getting Along With Others
This usually falls under the
category of "interpersonal
skills." Working in teams on lab-
oratory projects provided an ex-
cellent environment for develop-
ing this skill with peers; how-
ever, there are little, unwritten
guides that I learned as well.
One such lesson is using cau-
tion when making assumptions.
As one of my chemical engineer-
ing professors always said: We
usually get into trouble when we
make the wrong assumptions.
Another lesson is dealing with
others who might not be your pe-
ers. No matter who that person
may be, treat that person with
respect, regardless of your rank.
Many an engineer has failed be-
cause he or she did not deal
tactfully with a technician.
These people have practical in-
sights that you might not have,
and when treated properly can
be wonderful resources.
I know from my experiences
that this is true, and I probably
would have created a few disast-
ers in the laboratory if it had not
been for their help and advice.
All in all, the key is un-
derstanding the points of view of
others.
Changes in Attitude
Probably the biggest change I
went through in college was in
my motivation for studying
engineering.
Like many students who enter
Rose-Hulman, I was motivated
by the prospect of a high-paying
job after graduating from this
place. But some time after my
sophomore year, my motivation
shifted from monetary to
scholarly rewards.
I began to take an interest in
engineering science not so much
for the value-added aspect as for
the satisfaction of just learning
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for its own sake.
Part of it, I believe, was from
my work as a math tutor in the
Rose-Hulman Learning Center.
Another factor was my work as a
student associate during the
summer of 1989 for the Inte-
grated Curriculum.
It was the support from faculty
in the chemical engineering de-
partment that finally convinced
me that I should continue my
studies at the graduate level, and
I thank them for it.
The school taught me more
than just scientific principles
and design equations. I picked up
basic, "soft" skills that will nev-
er become outdated or
obsolete.
The Down Side
Rose's small size and hard
work attitude fostered a good en-
vironment for intense learning;
however it also smothers time
available for other activities and
creates a prevailing atmosphere
of apathy.
All too many times I heard
people say they simply were too
busy to work for the Thorn be-
cause they had too much aca-
demic work to do.
It is in this respect that I find
Rose talking out of both sides of
its mouth. One side beckons stu-
dents to get involved with co-
curricular activities, yet the aca-
demic side calls for one to
"Study or die." (In a more cynic-
al state of mind, I have often
wondered if we should replace
the Labor et Scientia motto in
the school's emblem with the
Latin equivalent of the above
statement).
I am not calling for a diminish-
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ing of academics, because if one
pushes him or herself, a balance
can be achieved. However, there
needs to a more supportive atti-
tude from the academic side to
make students aware of this.
A second drawback in the
school has been its unisex na-
ture.
In a world where women are
becoming a permanent presence
in the engineering population,
Rose should remove that anti-
quated restriction that forbids
women undergraduates here.
Admission of women would not
only benefit the women enrolled
here, but it would also hopefully
foster a more professional atti-
tude among the male students
toward their female counter-
parts. As things are now, most
Rose students learn to perceive
women as merely social
accessories for weekend amuse-
ment.
Quit smoking.
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